
 

Final Agenda 

The Energy Council®'s 

2026 Annual Meeting 

September 24 - 26, 2026 

Hotel Albuquerque at Old Town 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

 

5:30 p.m. Welcome Reception 

(Spanish Gardens) 

 

Friday, September 25, 2026 

 

7:30 a.m. Welcome Breakfast and Welcome Remarks 

(Alvarado EFGH) 

  The Honorable Chris Turner 

  Louisiana House of Representatives and 

  Chairman, The Energy Council® 

 

  The Honorable Ed Cooper 

  Wyoming Senator and 

  Chairman, CLEER 

 

The Honorable Craig Brandt 

New Mexico Senate and 

Vice President for the Annual Meeting 

 

8:15 a.m. Keynote Address 

 

The Honorable Howie Morales 

Lt. Governor 

State of New Mexico 

 

8:45 a.m. Break 

 

9:00 a.m. Integration & Consolidation of the Nuclear Life Cycle 

 

Mr. Tom Mason 

Project Director / Business Development Principal 

Amentum, Energy & Environment, Nuclear Projects 

  

Debbra Mamula 

Executive Director 

 

13760 NOEL ROAD 

SUITE 1160 

DALLAS, TX 75240 

PHONE:  (972) 243-7788 



Friday, September 25, 2026 (Cont’d) 

 

9:30 a.m. Powering the Digital Economy: Energy Planning for Data 

(Alvarado Center Growth 

EFGH) 

Mr. Doug Lewin 

Energy Market Development, Texas Lead 

Google 

 

10:15 a.m. Break 

 

10:30 a.m. Produced Water/Energy-Water Nexus 

 

Dr. Zachary Stoll 

Assistant Director 

New Mexico Produced Water Research Consortium 

 

Dr. Chad Unrau 

V.P. Beneficial Reuse 

Western Midstream 

 

11:15 a.m. Scaling Fusion from Research to Industry 

 

Mr. Matt Pahl 

New Mexico External Relations Lead 

Pacific Fusion 

 

11:45 a.m. Governor’s Address 

 

The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham 

Governor 

State of New Mexico 

 

Noon Adjourn General Session 

 

12:15 p.m. UAB Seminar: University Partnerships Supporting Energy 

Development 

 

Dr. Toni Pendergrass 

President 

San Juan College 

 

Ms. Alicia Corbell 

Dean of the School of Energy 

San Juan College 

 

2:00 p.m. Limited Capacity Tour to Sandia National Laboratories 

  



Friday, September 25, 2026 (Cont’d) 

 

5:30 p.m. Buses Depart for Balloon Fiesta Park 

 

6:00 p.m. Balloon Glow and Photos (weather permitting) 

 

7:15 p.m. Closing Night Dinner with Baila! Baila! Dance Academy 

 

9:00 p.m. Buses Return to Hotel (buses will not return to hotel until end of event) 

 

Saturday, September 26, 2026 

 

7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast Available (Alvarado EFGH) 

 

8:00 a.m. Midstream Electricity Use 

 

Mr. Aiden Smith 

Strategic Power Solutions Manager 

ONEOK 

 

8:30 a.m. Energy Security & Affordability for the Tribal Nations 

and Beyond 

 

Chairwoman Brenda Jesus 

The Navajo Nation Resources and Development Committee 

 

9:00 a.m. The NAV Energy HUB 

 

Ms. Kimberly Flowers 

President 

NavEnergy, Subsidiary of NTEC 

 

9:30 a.m. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Updates 

 

Ms. Julie Linck 

Chief of Staff 

EPA Region 7 

 

10:00 a.m. New Mexico Public Regulation Commission 

Transmission Update 

 

Commissioner Greg Nibert 

New Mexico Public Regulation Commission 

 

10:30 a.m. Break 

  



Saturday, September 26, 2026 (Cont’d) 

 

10:45 a.m. Geothermal Development and Deployment 

(Alvarado EFGH) 

 

Ms. Rebecca Puck Stair 

Director, Conservation and Management Division 

New Mexico’s Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
 

11:15 a.m. National Lab Update 

 

Mr. Chris Stanek 

Scientist 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 

 

11:45 p.m. The Energy Council® and CLEER Business Meetings and CLEER 

Program Advisory Board Meeting 

 

1:15 p.m. Adjourn 
 



Title Affiliation
Hon. Gerald Allen Senator Alabama Senate Montgomery AL

Mr. Jeff Applekamp Gov't. Affairs Energy Transfer* Oklahoma City OK

Mrs. Laurie Applekamp

Mrs. Katie Archer

Hon. Nick Archer Incoming Chair, The Energy Council Oklahoma House of Representatives Oklahoma City OK

Mrs. Rebecca Beasley

Hon. William Beasley Senator Alabama Senate Montgomery AL

Hon. Rick Beck Representative Arkansas House of Representatives Center Ridge AR

Ms. Lianne Bell Director of US Relations Gov't. of Alberta Edmonton

Hon. Rick Billinger Senator Kansas Senate Goodland KS

Ms. Anne Billingsley Director, Gov't. Relations ONEOK, Inc. Austin TX

Hon. Bo Biteman Senate President Wyoming Senate Ranchester WY

Hon. Craig Brandt Vice President for the Annual Meeting New Mexico Senate Rio Rancho NM

Mrs. Erin Braud

Hon. Jacob Braud Representative Louisiana House of Representatives Belle Chasse LA

Mrs. Angela Braun Stakeholder Outreach and Community Relations Western Midstream The Woodlands TX

Hon. Gavin Buchan Counsul General Consulate General of Canada Dallas TX

Mr. Matt Burgin Director, State Gov't. Affairs - Texas ConocoPhillips* Austin TX

Hon. George Burns Senator Oklahoma Senate Oklahoma City OK

Mrs. Patty Burns

Mr. Ricardo Carlos Caballero

Mr. Quinlan Carroll Assoc. Dir, Political Mobilization & State Affairs American Chemistry Council

Hon. Cale Case, PhD Senator Wyoming Senate Lander WY

Mrs. Tayla Clark State Gov't. and Community Relations TC Energy Houston TX

Hon. Linda Coleman-Madison Senator Alabama Senate Montgomery AL

Hon. Ed Cooper Chairman, CLEER Wyoming Senate Ten Sleep WY

Mr. Nathan Cooper Sr Representative to the U.S. Government of Alberta Washington DC

Ms. Alicia Corbell Dean, School of Energy San Juan College Farmington NM

2026 Annual Meeting
September 24-26, 2026

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Participants Name City, State



Dr. Missi Currier President & CEO NMOGA* Santa Fe NM

Mr. Dusty Darr Director, Gov. Relations ONEOK, Inc. Nichols Hills OK

Ms. Tricia Davis President American Royalty Council/TX Royalty Council Dripping Springs TX

MLA Chantelle De Jonge Member of Legislative Assembly Legislative Assembly of Alberta Strathmore AB, CN

Hon. Leo Delperdang Representative Kansas House of Representatives Wichita KS

Mr. Vincent DiCosimo Senior Vice President Government Affairs Targa Resources* Houston TX

Hon. Mike Dobrinski Representative Oklahoma House of Representatives Oklahoma City OK

Mrs. Virginia Dobrinski

Ms. Kayleigh Dunn Policy Engagement Chevron Corporation*

Mr. John Eick Sr. Director, State Legislative Affairs Edison Electric Insitute Washington DC

Mrs. Pamela Eminger

Mr. Randy Eminger Pres. Bella Vista AR

Hon. Mike Fagg Senator Kansas Senate El Dorado KS

Mrs. Annette Fehrenbacher

Hon. Bob Fehrenbacher Delegate West Virginia House of Delegates Vienna WV

Ms. Kimberly Flowers President NavEnergy Broomfield CO

Hon. Franklin Foil Senator Louisiana Senate Baton Rouge LA

Mr. Joe Gehrdes Director of External Affairs Huntsville Utilities Huntsville AL

Hon. Shane Getson MLA & Parliamentary Secretary for Eco. Corridors Legislative Assembly of Alberta Onoway AB

Hon. Cathy Giessel Senator Alaska Senate Anchorage AK

Mr. Samuel Greene Director, Electric Board of Directors Huntsville Utilities

Hon. Michelle Lujan Grisham Governor State of New Mexico Santa Fe NM

Hon. Scot Heckert Delegate West Virginia House of Delegates Parkersburg WV

Hon. Scott Heiner Representative Wyoming House of Representatives Green River WY

Hon. Pat Heinert Representative North Dakota Hosue of Representatives Bismarck ND

Hon. Kyle Hoffman Assistant Majority Leader Kansas House of Representatives Coldwater KS

Hon. Frances Holk-Jones Representative Alabama House of Representatives Foley AL

Hon. Briggs Hopson Senator Mississippi Senate Vickburg MS

Mr. Christian Isely Senior Advisor Chevron U.S.A. Inc.* Santa Fe NM

Hon. Colin Jack Representative Utah House of Representatives St. George UT

Ms. Brenda Jesus Chairwoman The Navajo Nation Resources & Devel. Cmte.

Hon. Mark Johnson Senator Arkansas Senate Little Rock AR

Ms. Carl Jones



Ms. Leanna Josue Sr. Manager Gov't. and Regulatory Affairs Plains*

Mr. Zachary Kent Sr. Director, State Affairs Consumer Energy Alliance

Hon. Greg Kessel Senator North Dakota Senate Belfield ND

Mr. Matt Kiessling Managing Director, State Affairs American Gas Association Washington DC

Mr. Doug Lewin Energy Market Development Group Google Houston TX

Ms. Julie Linck Region 7 Chief of Staff Environmental Protection Agency Lenexa KS

Hon. Tara Lujan Representative New Mexico House of Representatives Santa Fe NM

Hon. Patricia Lundstrom Representative New Mexico House of Representatives Gallup NM

Mrs. Brenda Luttrell

Hon. Ken Luttrell Representative Oklahoma House of Representatives Ponca City OK

Ms. Deb Mamula Executive Director The Energy Council Dallas TX

Mrs. Karlita Manger

Hon. Robert Manger Representative Oklahoma House of Representatives Oklahoma City OK

Hon. Bob Martinson Representative North Dakota House of Representatives Bismarck ND

Mr. Tom Mason Project Director, Business Devel. Principal Amentum, Energy & Environment, Nuclear Proj. Oak Ridge TN

Mrs. Debbie McGrew

Hon. Richard McGrew Representative Arkansas House of Representatives Hot Springs AR

Ms. Carlee McLeod External Affairs Representative Minnkota Power Cooperatives Grand Forks ND

Hon. Meredith Dixon Representative New Mexico House of Representatives Albuquerque NM

Mrs. Beth Michel

Hon. Walter Michel Senator Mississippi Senate Jackson MS

Mr. Jason Modglin Sr. Director of Gov't. Affairs Western Midstream The Woodlands TX

Hon. Howie Morales Lieutenant Governor State of New Mexico Santa Fe NM

Mr. Jeff Morris Manager Legislative Energy Horizon Institute (LEHI)

Mr. Lawrence Morris Foreign Policy Officer Consulate General of Canada in Dallas Dallas TX

Mr. Michael Nasi Partner Jackson Walker, L.L.P. Austin TX

Ms. Michelle Neumann Amentum

Comm. Greg Nibert Commissioner New Mexico Public Regulation Commission Santa Fe NM

Hon. Arthur Orr Senator Alabama Senate Montgomery AL

Ms. Krystina Parker Manager, Environmental Plains*

Hon. Dale Patten Senator North Dakota Senate Watford City ND

Mr. Brady Pelton Vice President & General Counsel North Dakota Petroleum Council Bismarck ND

Dr. Toni Pendergrass President San Juan College Farminton NM



Mr. Matt Pahl New Mexico External Relations Lead Pacific Fusion Fremont CA

Hon. Shannon Pinto State Legislator New Mexico Senate Tohatchi NM

Mr. Cory Pomeroy Vice President and General Counsel Texas Oil and Gas Association Austin TX

Mr. Scott Quillinan Senior Director of Research University of Wyoming Laramie WY

Mr. James Rajotte Ambassador Emeritus Government of Alberta

Hon. George Rauscher Senator Alaska Senate Wasilla AK

Ms. Evya Richards Meeting Manager The Energy Council Dallas TX

Hon. Neil Riser Representative Louisiana House of Representatives Columbia LA

Ms. Tiffany Rivera NM Public Affairs Coordinator Devon Energy Las Cruces NM

Dr. Jodi Roller

Hon. Patricia Roybal Caballero Representative New Mexico House of Representatives Albuquerque NM

Mr. Louis Salazar Manager, Gov't. Affairs NM ConocoPhillips* Santa Fe NM

Hon. Tim Salazar Senator Wyoming Senate Riverton WY

Hon. Joseph Sanchez Representative New Mexico House of Representatives Alcalde NM

Hon. Deborah Sarinana Representative New Mexico House of Representatives Albuquerque NM

Ms. Jean Schafer Senior Policy Advisor Basin Electric Bismarck ND

Hon. Donald Schaible Senator North Dakota Senate Mott ND

Mr. Clay Scofield President & CEO Energy Insitute of Alabama Montgomery AL

Mrs. Jessie Scott

Hon. Larry Scott Senator New Mexico Senate Hobbs NM

Dr. Kenneth Sewell Vice President for Research Oklahoma State University Stillwater OK

Mr. Brad Shafer State Gov't. Affairs Manager Marathon Petroleum Corporation* Salt Lake City UT

Mr. Ashish Sharma Director - U.S. South Gov't. of Alberta Dallas Office Dallas TX

Mrs. Debbie Shedd

Mr. Randall Shedd Director, Constituent Affairs Alabama Senate President Pro Tempore Montgomery AL

Mr. Aiden Smith Strategic Power Solutions Manager ONEOK, Inc. OK

Ms. Rebecca Puck Stair Director, Energy Conservation & Management Div. State of New Mexico NM

Mrs, Danna Standridge

Hon. David Standridge Representative Alabama House of Representatives Hayden AL

Mr. Chris Stanek Scientist Los Alamos National Laboratory Los Alamos NM

Hon. Bert Stedman Senator Alaska Senate Juneau AK

Mrs. Lureen Stedman

Ms. Jordyn Steinberger State Gov't. and Regulatory Affairs Manager Constellation Austin TX



Dr. Zachary Stoll Assistant Director NM Produced Water Research Consortium

Hon. Nicole Tobiassen Senator New Mexico Senate Albuquerque NM

Hon. Tammy Townley Representative Oklahoma House of Representatives Oklahoma City OK

Hon. James Townsend Senator New Mexico Senate Artesia NM

Mrs. Paula Townsend

Hon. Christopher Turner Chairman, The Energy Council Louisiana House of Representatives Ruston LA

Mrs. Nancy Turner

Dr. Chad Unrau VP, Beneficial Reuse & Industrial Water Western Midstream The Woodlands TX

Ms. Isela Vera Chief of Staff The Energy Council Dallas TX

Ms. Lauren Vernon Governtment Relations Advisory Tri-State Gen. and Transmission Association Rio Rancho NM

Ms. Tara Vesey Deputy Director ND Department of Mineral Resources Bismarck ND

Ms. Ashley Wagner VP of Gov't. Affairs New Mexico Oil & Gas Association Santa Fe NM

Ms. Danette Welsh Director, Gov't. Relations ONEOK, Inc. Bismarck ND

Hon. Andy Whitt Representative Alabama House of Representatives Harvest AL

Mrs. Jennifer Whitt

Hon. Margie Wilcox Representive Alabama House of Representatives Mobile AL

Mr. Parker William Manager, State Affairs American Gas Association Washington DC

Hon. Ronald "Ron Winterton Senator Utah Senate Roosevelt UT

Ms. Michelle Wynn Deputy Secretary Oklahoma Secretary of Energy & Environment Oklahoma City OK



Speakers Synopses 

The Energy Council®'s 

2026 Annual Meeting 

September 24 - 26, 2026 

Hotel Albuquerque at Old Town 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

 

Produced Water/Energy-Water Nexus 

 

Dr. Zachary Stoll 

Assistant Director 

New Mexico Produced Water Research Consortium 

 

Our hope is that legislators leave with the understanding that produced water treatment is no longer simply 

a research question: it is a policy question that should be informed by transparent data and rigorous, 

independent science. The NMPWRC and its partners have made substantial progress in characterizing 

produced water, evaluating pilot-scale treatment performance, and demonstrating that treated produced 

water has not exhibited adverse effects in biological and environmental systems evaluated to date. At the 

same time, continued investment in long-term demonstration projects and science-based regulatory 

development is essential to address remaining questions surrounding long-term performance, reliability, 

and implementation at scale. More broadly, advancing produced water and other alternative water supplies 

will require sustained collaboration among researchers, regulators, industry, communities, and 

policymakers to build the scientific foundation, public confidence, and regulatory frameworks needed to 

responsibly expand our future water portfolio. 

 

 

The NAV Energy HUB 

 

Ms. Kimberly Flowers 

President 

NavEnergy, Subsidiary of NTEC 

 

NTEC, Navajo Transitional Energy Company, was created by the Navajo Nation to ensure the Nation’s 

Sovereignty through ownership and control of its energy resources. NTEC is charged with responsible 

deployment of the Nation’s natural resources - land, water, coal, gas, minerals, etc. - to drive economic 

stability for multiple generations of Navajo citizens. Building on the success of the core mining business, 

NavEnergy is a new subsidiary of NTEC that will develop a diverse portfolio of energy generation and 

transmission assets to ensure reliable, dispatchable, low-cost energy with the highest level of economic 

responsibility. 

  



The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Updates 

 

Ms. Julie Linck 

Chief of Staff 

EPA Region 7 

 

EPA Region 7 Chief of Staff Julie Linck will discuss EPA's recent NEPA proposal that tackles the most 

widely recognized and bipartisan criticisms of the NEPA review process. When NEPA works smarter — 

clear, fast, and faithful to the law — communities get both a healthier environment and a stronger 

economy. 

 

 

New Mexico Public Regulation Commission Transmission Update 

 

Commissioner Greg Nibert 

New Mexico Public Regulation Commission 

 

Electric power is taking an increased role in total energy demand in the United States.  The increased 

electrical demand follows decades of stagnant or slight growth. Demand growth comes from a variety of 

sectors, not just data centers.  Reshoring manufacturing, electrification of transportation, and increased 

household and business demand are straining the grid.  The electric transmission system must be expanded 

and upgraded to deliver electricity reliably and economically.  Many national studies have recognized the 

growing need. Utilities and regional transmission authorities have studied, planned for and are making 

substantial investments in transmission to meet the demand and the changing nature of generation and 

distribution to allow power to be available when needed.  State policies play a big role in whether 

transmission projects will be timely approved and ready for service when the demand is realized. 

 

 

Geothermal Development and Deployment 

 

Ms. Rebecca Puck Stair 

Director, Conservation and Management Division 

New Mexico’s Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 

 

Drilling for heat differs from drilling for oil & gas. And the final product – electricity – sells into a vastly 

different market: our electric grid. This means geothermal is unique in its exploration, development, 

financing, and cycle.  

 

National Lab Update 

 

Mr. Chris Stanek 

Scientist 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 

 

This is the most exciting time for nuclear energy since the advent of the nuclear reactor.  Relying on 

National Laboratories such as Los Alamos and Sandia to accelerate the deployment of advanced 

nuclear reactors and technology is crucial.  Public-private partnerships that leverage National Lab 

expertise in relevant areas such as nuclear experiments and materials, reactor design and safeguards 

should all be high priority.  



THANK YOU TO ALL SPONSORS OF THE 2026 ANNUAL MEETING!
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