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Debbra Mamula Final Agenda
Executive Director The Energy Council™'s

2026 State and Provincial Trends in Energy and the Environment Conference
June 11 - 13, 2026

13760 NOEL ROAD

SUITE 1160 .
DALLAS, TX 75240 The Hotel Saskatchewan, Autograph Collection Hotel
PHONE: (972) 243-7788 Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada
Thursday, June 11, 2026
5:30 p.m. Welcome Reception

(Blue Lounge and Library)

Friday, June 12, 2026

7:30 am. Welcome Breakfast and Welcome Remarks
(Regency Ballroom)
The Honorable Chris Turner
Louisiana House of Representatives and
Chairman, The Energy Council™

The Honorable Ed Cooper
Wyoming Senator and
Chairman, CLEER

8:15 a.m. Welcome to Saskatchewan

The Honourable Chris Beaudry

Minister of Energy and Resources

Government of Saskatchewan and

Vice President, State and Provincial Trends Conference

8:45 a.m. Keynote Address

Moderator:

Ms. Jennifer Sutton
Executive Director

Council for a Secure America

Presenter:
His Excellency Pete Hoekstra
U.S. Ambassador to Canada
9:30 a.m. Break
9:45 am. Advanced Nuclear and Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)
Dr. Esam Hussein

Professor Emeritus
University of Regina



Friday, June 12, 2026 (Cont’d)

10:15 a.m. Emerging and Innovative Technologies
(Regency Ballroom)
Dr. Richard Axelbaum
Energy, Environmental and Chemical Engineering
Washington University

10:45 a.m. Exploring for Natural Hydrogen

Mr. Ran Narayanasamy, M.Eng, MBA, P.Eng.
CEO and Vice Chairman
MAX Power Mining Corporation

11:15 am. Break
11:30 a.m. North American Energy Trade and Security

Mr. Jack Belcher
Principal
Cornerstone Government Affairs

Noon Threats to Energy Infrastructure

Mr. Ryan J. Walsh
Partner
Eimer Stahl, L.L.P.

Mr. Todd J. Zywicki
Foundation Professor of Law
Antonin Scalia Law School
George Mason University

12:45 p.m. UAB Seminar: Technological Advancements in Enhanced Oil Recovery
(EOR)

Mr. Matt Nasehi
Director, Energy Innovation Hub
PTRC Sustainable Energy

1:45 p.m. Bus(es) Depart for Tour

2:00 p.m. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) Heritage Centre Tour
4:30 p.m. Tour Returns to Hotel

6:00 p.m. Depart for Reception and Dinner at Government House & Museum

(Buses Transfer Participants to and from Government House as Required)

6:30 p.m. Reception and Dinner at Government House
Hosted by
The Honourable Bernadette Mclntyre
Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan

8:30 p.m. Tour and Group Photo at Mosaic Stadium



Saturday, June 13, 2026

8:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast Available

(Regency Ballroom)

8:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

9:45 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

11:15 a.m.

11:45 a.m.

12:45 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

National Petroleum Council Update

Mr. Jim Slutz
Managing Director
National Petroleum Council

International Fueling of the New Digital Age

Mr. Mike Nasi
Partner
Jackson Walker, L.L.P.

Break
Critical Minerals & Supply Chains

Mr. Zach Maurer
Executive Director
Prairie Lithium

Carbon Capture Utilization and Storage

Mr. Sanjay Bishnoi
Chief Executive Officer
Entropy, Inc.

Mr. M. Jason Lanclos, P.E.
Director, Energy Development and Planning
Louisiana Economic Development

Closing Remarks

The Honourable Ali Ehsassi

Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the King’s Privy Council for Canada
and

Minister responsible for Canada-U.S. Trade, Intergovernmental Affairs and One
Canadian Economy

Member of Parliament

CLEER Business & CLEER Program Advisory Board Meetings
Adjourn

Limited capacity tickets for Saskatchewan Roughriders vs. BC Lions
Football Game at Mosaic Stadium
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Cale Case
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Representative

Government Affairs
Representative
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Representative
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Senator
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Senator

Senator

Senator
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Sr Representative to the U.S.
Representative
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Representative
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North Dakota House of Representatives
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Speaker Synopsis
The Energy Council
2026 State and Provincial Trends in Energy and the Environment Conference
June 11-13, 2026
The Hotel Saskatchewan, Autograph Collection Hotel
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

Advanced Nuclear and Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)

Dr. Esam Hussein
Professor Emaritus
University of Regina

Small modular reactors (SMRs) are gaining attention, due to their smaller size, which promises more predictable
construction but also creates fuel-supply challenges, especially for microreactors requiring high-assay low-enriched
uranium. Modular deployment aims to reduce capital risk by installing multiple small units, though true factory-built
modularity remains limited mostly to non-reactor components. Many proposed SMR designs incorporate Generation II1+
or Generation IV technologies with enhanced safety and sustainability features. The presentation explores these issues and
assesses the prospects for deploying new reactors in Norh America.

Exploring for Natural Hydrogen

Mr. Ran Narayanasamy, M. Eng., MBA, P.Eng.
CEO and Vice Chairman
MAX Power Mining Corporation

A first look at Natural Hydrogen System in the wild — MAX Power’s Lawson Saskatchewan Natural Hydrogen Discovery:
MAX Power Mining Corp. has confirmed Canada’s first subsurface natural hydrogen system through drilling at its Lawson
discovery in southern Saskatchewan, with natural hydrogen concentrations reaching up to 28.6% and free-flowing gas
observed at surface. The project demonstrates a complete geological system—including source, migration pathways,
reservoir, trap, and seal—indicating the presence of a potentially large, naturally occurring hydrogen accumulation. Located
along the 475-km Genesis Trend near an established industrial corridor, the discovery supports the potential for repeatable
and scalable natural hydrogen systems across southern Saskatchewan. The project is now advancing through resource
modelling, additional drilling, and seismic delineation to assess size, deliverability, and commercial viability.

North American Energy Trade and Security

Mr. Jack Belcher
Principal
Cornerstone Government Affairs

A presentation on the energy policy, political, geopolitical and economic trends impacting the North American
and global energy industry with a strong emphasis on oil and gas. I will discuss U.S. energy dominance policy
and its domestic and global impacts, geopolitical impacts of the Iran war, Venezuela and other global issues, the
impacts of the Al data center led demand surge, global trade issues, and trends regarding sustainability.



Threats to Energy Infrastructure

Mr. Ryan J. Walsh
Partner
Eimer Stahl, L.L.P.

This presentation examines a coordinated campaign of climate-change litigation that poses a growing threat to
domestic energy production — targeting fossil fuel companies in state courts across the United States and Canada
with tort and consumer-protection claims modeled on the tobacco litigation playbook and designed to impose
massive liability and constrain energy supply. The speakers trace the evolution of these suits from nuisance and
trespass theories to consumer deception claims, survey the current landscape of cases and the extraterritoriality
and horizontal federalism principles at stake, and address the extraordinary financial exposure they create,
including a single Oregon suit seeking over $50 billion for a one-week heat wave. Mr. Walsh addresses the
constitutional dimensions of state-court climate suits, while Professor Zywicki examines why consumer deception
law is a poor fit for disputes that are fundamentally about national energy policy. The presentation concludes with
the emerging legislative front — Vermont and New York have already enacted backward-looking strict liability
statutes imposing billions in fines on fuel companies, with multiple other non-producing states considering similar
measures.

Mr. Todd J. Zywicki
Foundation Professor of Law
Antonin Scalia Law School
George Mason University

Progressive political jurisdictions (such as Boulder, Colorado) in the United States have brought dozens of lawsuits against
energy producing companies to impose liability for emissions they allege contribute to climate change and in turn impose
costs on those jurisdictions. Although nominally designed to force energy companies to pay for claimed harms they
allegedly cause, these lawsuits operate as a de facto carbon tax on energy production. Plaintiffs allege a variety of creative
theories of liability, including tort law claims under public nuisance theory and various consumer protection claims. In
several cases the municipalities are represented by well-funded environmental law advocacy groups and funded by outside
interests. Although no cases have found liability, the sheer cost of defending repetitive “bet the company”-style litigation
has resulted in millions of dollars of attorneys’ fees. I will discuss this pending litigation from the perspective of both public
nuisance theories as well as consumer protection and how the Supreme Court might resolve it.

UAB Seminar: Technological Advancements in Enhanced Oil Recovery (EOR)

Mr. Matt Nasehi
Director, Energy Innovation Hub
PTRC Sustainable Energy

The presentation will focus on what it takes to get more oil out of our existing oil wells. There will be sections on
how oil is trapped underground, and the various techniques that we can employ to achieve higher production
volumes without drilling new wells and lowering the surface footprint. One of these techniques utilizes CO2, and
in the process, creates one of the lowest emissions-intensity oils that can be produced. One of the ways to “have
your cake and eat it too” is employing this method to both generate higher production volumes, and decarbonize
industries such as power production at the same time.



National Petroleum Council Update

Mr. Jim Slutz
Managing Director
National Petroleum Council

The National Petroleum Council, a federal advisory committee, advises the Secretary of Energy. Recent reports on
permitting reform and gas-electric coordination offer recommendations to improve energy affordability and reliability. NPC
analyzed rising natural gas and electricity demand, evaluated the reliability risks these strains pose, and recommended
actionable strategies to reduce misalignment and strengthen the resilience of both systems. For permitting, the NPC
recommends a set of solutions that would enable infrastructure development to occur sooner to strengthen energy reliability
and support U.S. competitiveness around the world. Reports planned for approval later this year address resource
assessment, natural gas storage, and produced water management.

Carbon Capture Utilization and Storage

Mr. M. Jason Lanclos, P.E.
Director, Energy Development and Planning
Louisiana Economic Development

Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS) projects represent a significant economic development
opportunity by attracting large-scale capital investment, creating high-quality construction and operations jobs,
and supporting the growth of industrial clusters. Regions with strong geologic storage resources, existing energy
infrastructure, and concentrated industrial emissions are well positioned to become hubs for low-carbon
manufacturing, petrochemicals, hydrogen production, and power generation. CCUS also enhances global
competitiveness by helping industries meet increasingly stringent carbon requirements while maintaining reliable
energy production. As governments and private investors accelerate deployment, CCUS can drive long-term
economic growth, strengthen energy security, and expand investment opportunities across North America. In
Louisiana, LED is working closely with the Department of Conservation and Energy to evaluate the economic
benefits of CCUS projects and position the state as a leader in this emerging sector.



