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Mississippi Governor, the Honorable Tate Reeves (center, right) delivered the Keynote 
Address at The Energy Council’s 2025 Global Energy and Environmental Issues in Gulfport, 
Mississippi. He was thanked from left to right by: Wyoming Senator and CLEER Chairman 
Ed Cooper, Mississippi Senator and Vice President for the Global Meeting, Briggs Hopson, 
and The Energy Council™ Chairman Louisiana Representative, Chris Turner.

The Energy Council™ convenes on the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast for the 2025 Global Energy and 
Environmental Issues Conference

the nation’s energy infrastructure 
will grow significantly. He described 
how energy infrastructure banks can 
help states collaborate with electric 
providers and financial institutions 
to accelerate the development of 
electrical infrastructure needed to 
support emerging industrial projects.

treasurer of Mississippi from 2004 to 
2012. 

Next on the agenda was Clay Scofield, 
President and CEO of the Energy 
Institute of Alabama, who presented 
on the topic of “Infrastructure 
Banks.” Mr. Scofield explained 
that as artificial intelligence and 
advanced manufacturing continue 
to advance, the demands placed on 

The 2025 Global Energy and 
Environmental Issues Conference 
took place December 4-6 in Gulfport, 
Mississippi. Presiding over the 
meeting was Chairman of The Energy 
Council™, Louisiana Representative 
Chris Turner, and Chairman for the 
Center for Legislative Energy and 
Environmental Research (CLEER), 
Wyoming Senator Ed Cooper. 
Mississippi Senator Briggs Hopson 
served as Vice President for the 
Global Conference.

Representative Turner welcomed 
attendees to the Coast and shared that 
as The Energy Council™  celebrated 
its 50th anniversary and CLEER 
celebrated its 35th anniversary, he 
was proud to serve as Chairman as we 
enter our 51st year. Senator Cooper 
took an opportunity to thank the 
sponsors of the conference and noted 
the diverse topics to be covered over 
the course of the two days. Senator 
Hopson welcomed attendees and 
guests to his home state and said that 
Mississippi has been a proud member 
of The Energy Council™ since 1994. 
He then welcomed Mississippi’s 
Governor, the Honorable Tate 
Reeves, who delivered the Keynote 
Address. Governor Reeves has served 
as the 65th governor of Mississippi 
since 2020.  He served as the 32nd 
lieutenant governor of Mississippi 
from 2012 to 2020 and as the 53rd 

See MISSISSIPPI GLOBAL CONFERENCE
continued on page 3
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Tell us what you think!
We welcome your suggestions and feedback. Please
email erichards@theenergycouncil.org

The Energy Council News is the official publication 
of The Energy Council™, a legislative organization 
comprised of 14 states and two international affiliates, 
drawn from the major energy producing regions of the 
United States and Canada. The Energy Council™ 
provides a forum for discussing government policies 
regarding energy and the environment.

The Energy Council™ 
Returns to Regina, 
Saskatchewan, Canada
The Energy Council’s 2026 State and Provincial Trends in 
Energy and the Environment Conference to convene in Regina, 
Saskatchewan June 11 - 13. Presiding over the conference is 
Louisiana Representative Chris Turner, Chairman of the Energy 
Council™, and Wyoming Senator Ed Cooper, Chairman of 
the Center for Legislative Energy and Environmental Research 
(CLEER).

The meeting will begin on Thursday evening, June 11 with 
a Welcome Reception. On Friday evening, Her Honour, the 
Honourable Bernadette McIntyre, the Lieutenant Governor of 
Saskatchewan will host a reception and dinner at Government 
House. 

Among the topics expected to be covered at The Energy Council’s 
2026 State and Provincial Trends in Energy and the Environment 
Conference are:

 

•	 Advanced Nuclear and Small Modular Reactors 
	 (SMRs)

•	 Emerging and Innovative Technologies

•	 Exploring for Natural Technologies

•	 North American Energy Trade and Security

•	 Threats to Energy Infrastructure

•	 UAB Seminar: Technological Advancements in 
	 Enhanced Oil Recovery (EOR)

•	 National Petroleum Council Update 

•	 North American Energy Sector Interconnectedness

•	 Critical Minerals & Supply Chains

•	 Low Carbon Fuel Standards

•	 Global Plastic Treaty
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“Grid Resiliency on the Gulf Coast” 
was covered by Mr. Stephen C. Schruff, 
Transmission GM and Emergency 
Operations Manager for Mississippi 
Power. According to Mr. Schruff, over 
the past two decades, Mississippi 
Power has made strategic, long-term 
investments to strengthen its power 
delivery system in response to previous 
catastrophic storm events. These 
efforts have improved both reliability 
and resiliency for customers. As 
Mississippi and the broader Southeast 
region undergo unprecedented 
growth, the company continues to 
advance its grid investment strategy 
to meet rising demand. In conclusion, 
Mr. Schruff stated that due to these 
enhancements, Mississippi Power is 
well-positioned to support large load 
additions and maintain service during 
extreme weather and major storm 
events.

Mr. Jeremy Vanderloo, Vice President, 
Business Operations and Strategy 
for Entergy Mississippi briefed 
participants on “Energy Needs of 
Data Centers”. Mr. Vanderloo stated 
that data center energy needs are 
highly uncertain, but electric utilities 

can take steps to both ensure their 
ability to serve data centers while also 
ensuring data centers benefit existing 
customers, he concluded.

The next discussion on the “Expansion 
of Natural Gas Transmission and 
Pipelines in North America,” was 
given by Mr. Nick Hamilton, Manager, 
Southeast Business Development and 
Marketing for Enbridge. Mr. Hamilton 
provided a high-level overview of 
Enbridge.

He discussed the expansion of natural 
gas transmission and pipelines in 
North America to support the growing 
electric market. Mr. Hamilton 
concluded his presentation by noting 
that Enbridge’s goal is to educate 
how Enbridge is assisting in the 
growing energy demand by building 
on its existing footprint and the 
challenges associated with long-term 
investments.

A panel discussion on “The Legal War 
on Energy: What it Means for Energy 
Producing States,” was covered by Mr. 
David Morrell, Partner at Jones Day 
and Dr. Donald Kochan, Professor 

of Law and Executive Director, Law 
& Economic Center at the Antonin 
Scalia Law School at George Mason 
University. 

According to Mr. Morrell, 
environmental activists have grown 
dissatisfied with the refusal of state 
and federal governments to prohibit 
fossil fuels and have instead turned 
to litigation to advance their policy 
objectives. He noted that state and 
local governments around the country 
have filed dozens of suits under state 
tort and consumer-protection laws, 
seeking billions in damages from U.S. 
energy companies for their alleged 
contribution to climate change. 
Their ultimate goal is to bankrupt 
the industry and decarbonize the 
economy, Mr. Morrell said.  While 
many courts have rejected the 
plaintiffs’ claims, even one successful 
case could significantly damage the 
industry, with serious consequences 
for oil-and-gas producing states, 
American consumers, and U.S. 
economic and national security, 
Morrell concluded.

Speaking next on the topic, Dr. 
Kochan stated that efforts are 
increasing to leverage both courts 
and legislatures to impose retroactive 
and novel liabilities on past and 
future energy production for alleged 
climate impacts. These actions 
rely on untested legal theories that 
lack grounding in established law 
or sound economic principles. 
Moreover Dr. Kochan noted, these 
actions rely on untested legal theories 
that lack grounding in established law 
or sound economic principles. New 
York and Vermont’s so called “climate 
superfund” statutes—often referenced 
as “polluter pays” laws—illustrate this 
trend, though neither label accurately 
reflects the structure or implications 

See MISSISSIPPI GLOBAL CONFERENCE
continued on page 4

2025 Global Conference in Mississippi
continued from page 1

 Mississippi Senator and Vice President for the Global Meeting, Briggs Hopson (seated, left) 
moderated a question and answer session on “Disaster Preparedness.” Governor Haley 
Barbour, (seated, right), discussed some of the lessons learned from Hurricane Katrina 
during his tenure as the Mississippi Governor. 
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Mr. Bryan Farrell, Director of Administration for Raspet Flight Research Laboratory presented 
the University Advisory Board Seminar on “Powering Growth Through the Future Use of 
Technololgy.”

See MISSISSIPPI GLOBAL CONFERENCE
continued on page 5

2025 Global Conference in Mississippi
continued from page 3

of these policies, Dr. Kochan said.

Friday afternoon’s CLEER University 
Advisory Board (UAB) Seminar 
was on the topic of “Powering 
Growth Through the Future Use 
of Technology.” Mr. Bryan Farrell, 
Director of Administration of the 
Raspet Flight Research Laboratory. 
Mr. Farrell explained that Raspet is 
a nationally recognized leader in 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 
research, development, testing, and 
evaluation. 

The laboratory supports the energy 
sector through advanced autonomy, 
aviation systems, and operational 
expertise. Its key capabilities include 
its roles as an FAA ASSURE Center of 
Excellence, a DHS UAS Test Site, and 
an FAA UAS Safety Research Facility. 
Raspet also features 50,000 square 
feet of lab and hangar space, operates 
the nation’s largest academic UAS, 
and has access to more than 85,000 
square miles of FAA COA airspace. 
In addition, the organization provides 
full lifecycle aerospace engineering, 

disaster response missions, and 
data intensive workflows using both 
manned and unmanned systems. 
Current challenges in the sector 
include limited autonomy and 
bottlenecks in data processing. 
Looking ahead, Raspet’s research 
efforts focus on advancing autonomy, 
improving system integration, 
and enabling AI/ML driven data 
assessment for utilities. Its long term 
vision is to create fully integrated 
infrastructure and UAS systems that 
support autonomous inspections 
and automatically generate work 
orders. In his conclusion, Mr. Farrell 
also highlighted emerging concerns, 
including increasing risks from 
careless or malicious UAS activity as 
well as cyber and physical threats to 
critical infrastructure.

Saturday morning’s “Breakfast 
Address: Disaster Preparedness – 
Lessons Learned from Hurricane 
Katrina,” began with a Q&A session 

Ms. Heather Exner-Pirot, who is the senior fellow and director of energy, natural resources and 
environment at the Macdonald-Laurier Institute in Ottaway spoke on the topic “Economic 
Implications of Energy Projects.” 

prototyping, system integration, and 
large UAS flight operations.

In terms of energy sector applications, 
Raspet supports routine inspections, 



5THE ENERGY COUNCIL NEWS  •  WINTER 2025

The University of Mississippi Hosts Executive Committee and CLEER Board 
Members for a tour of the Roger F. Wicker Center for Ocean Enterprise Facility
 Prior to the kick off of the 2025 Global Energy and Environmental Issues Conference, The Energy Council’s Executive 
Committee and CLEER Board members had the distinct opportunity for a tour and lunch at the facility.
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See MISSISSIPPI GLOBAL CONFERENCE
continued on page 7

2025 Global Conference in Mississippi
continued from page 4

centers, industrial development, and 
electrification. NERC’s annual long-
term reliability assessment examines 
industry’s projections in planned 
resources, generator retirements, and 
forecasted demand over the next 
10 years and increasingly finds that 
resource adequacy is falling below 
reliability thresholds. According to 
Olson, addressing the urgent need for 
more electricity supplies will require a 
diverse mix of resource additions that 
include natural gas-fired generators 
and supporting fuel infrastructure, 
and expeditious wind, solar, and 
battery resources along with electric 
transmission infrastructure.

Next on the agenda from the 
Government of Alberta was Member 
of Legislative Assembly, Shane Getson. 
MLA Getson was unable to join in 
person due to an unexpected illness, 
however, he joined the conference 
via Zoom. Mr. Getson explained 
that Alberta’s vast crude oil, natural 
gas, and lithium reserves make it a 
cornerstone of Canada’s economy and 

with former Mississippi Governor 
Haley Barbour. Governor Barbour 
who served as the 63rd governor of 
Mississippi from 2004 to 2012. 

Mississippi Senator and Vice President 
for the 2025 Global Energy and 
Environmental Issues Conference 
Briggs Hopson introduced the 
Governor and led the session. In his 
introduction of the Governor, Senator 
Hopson gave a brief overview of 
Barbour’s pivotal political history. 

Governor Barbour served as the 63rd 
governor of Mississippi from 2004 
to 2012. He served when Hurricane 
Katrina slammed the Gulf Coast as 
a Category 5 hurricane in August of 
2005. He also served as governor 
during the 2010 Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill.  During his tenure as governor, 
Barbour led Mississippi to adopt 
what the Wall Street Journal called 
the most comprehensive tort reform 
in the country. His team generated 
large economic projects in the energy, 
aerospace, and automotive fields. 

In Governor Barbour’s eight years as 
governor, per capita income in the 
state increased by 34 percent. 

For his efforts and leadership in 
rebuilding the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast, he earned numerous national 
recognitions, including awards for 
disaster recovery, environmental 
restoration, and support for free 
enterprise. Governor Barbour remains 
active as a senior partner at BGR 
Group, which he co-founded in 1991.  
In 2021, Governor Barbour and Paul 
Hurst formed Barbour Hurst, a law 
firm based in Jackson, Mississippi. 

Mr. Mark Olson, Manager of Reliability 
Assessments North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation (NERC) 
covered “The North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation’s Role in Grid 
Reliability.” 

Mr. Olson stated that the electric power 
sector in North America faces a severe 
shortage of resources as electricity 
demand is skyrocketing from new data 

Isela Vera
Chief of Staff

Years
of Dedicated Service

CHEERS TO ISELA VERA

Reaching 25 years with The Energy Council™ is an achievement truly worth 
celebrating! Whether you are a new member or have been around for a while, 
chances are you’ve met and seen Isela in action. On February 5, Isela celebrated 
25 years with The Energy Council™. Her hard work, passion, and commitment 
have shaped our team in meaningful ways and she continues to inspire everyone 
with her knowledge and quick wit. As we honor her incredible milestone, we’re 
reminded of the saying, “A milestone is not just a number, but a testament to 
the journey, the effort, and the growth along the way.” Congratulations Isela and 
here’s to your dedication, your impact, and all the exciting chapters still ahead! 
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On the move, but not too far! Congratulations to CLEER member, John Eick as he heads to Edison Electric 
Institute (EEI) to rebuild their legislative affairs program. John was formerly with American Fuel & Petrochemical 
Manufacturers (AFPM) and continues to be a strong advocate for the Council and CLEER. 

Thank you for your years of support! Long-time CLEER member, Jennifer Jura, formerly of Edison Electric Institute 
(EEI) has made a move and we know we have not seen the last from her. We appreciate Jennifer’s expertise and 
industry knowledge she has shared over the past several years. 

Of Special Interest

See MISSISSIPPI GLOBAL CONFERENCE
continued on page 8

2025 Global Conference in Mississippi
continued from page 5

in meaningful ways. From a state 
and provincial perspective, flows 
in revenues, investment, and job 
growth may change, Ms. Exner-Pirot 
concluded. 

Ms. Mandy Gunasekara, Principal for 
the Section VII Strategies reported on 
“State Implementation Plans (SIPs) 
and the Limitations of the Clean Air 
Act.”  The Clean Air Act’s “cooperative 
federalism” assigns state the lead in 
achieving environmental goals through 
State Implementation Plans (SIPs), 
Ms. Gunasekara said. In line with the 
current administration’s directives, the 
Administrator has prioritized clearing 
the SIP backlog and strengthening 
state partnerships to advance EPA’s 
mission of protecting public health 
and the environment. Even after a 
government shutdown, endless legal 
challenges, and numerous Reductions 
in Force, the agency is on track to 
review pending SIPs and improve the 
process altogether. 

Mr. Jake Dubbs, Lead Advisor, 
External Affairs and Tribal Relations 
for Southwest Power Pool discussed 
“Market Mechanics in the Electric 
Generation Dispatch Process.”

a key player in global energy markets. 
Furthermore, to maximize these 
resources, the province is advancing 
major infrastructure initiatives, 
including expanding pipelines and 
rail links to export hubs such as Prince 
Rupert and Kitimat, and implementing 
the Pathways carbon capture project 
to reduce emissions and strengthen 
environmental performance.

MLA Getson highlighted that 
rising energy demand from digital 
infrastructure is driving the growth 

of natural gas powered data centers, 
while interties with British Columbia 
and Saskatchewan will improve 
grid reliability and regional energy 
exchange. Proposed pipelines to 
Hudson Bay aim to enhance energy 
access for northern communities 
and improve trade efficiency through 
upgraded rail and port infrastructure.
Alberta is also progressing several LNG 
projects—including Ksi Lisims LNG, 
the Prince Rupert Gas Transmission 
initiative, and the Indigenous led 
NeeStaNan LNG Project—which 
would expand access to Asian markets 
and support economic development 
across northern and First Nations 
communities. In his conclusion, he 
stated that together, these initiatives 
support responsible growth, lower 
emissions, expanded export capacity, 
and long term energy security for 
Canada and its global partners.

The next topic “Economic 
Implications of Energy Projects,” was 
covered by Ms. Heather Exner-Pirot, 
Director of Energy, Natural Resources 
and Environment for the Macdonald 
Laurier Institute. While energy 
demand is surging, the nature of the 
industry is changing, with important 
implications for employment and 
labor needs. Oil, natural gas, and 
electricity are presenting disparate and 
evolving trendlines, and geopolitics 
are influencing global energy markets 

Ms. Mandy Gunasekara, Principal for Section 
VII Strategies, covered “State Implementation 
Plans (SIPs) and the Limitations of the Clean 
Air Act.” 
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2025 Global Conference in Mississippi
continued from page 7

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS OF THE 
2025 GLOBAL CONFERENCE!

 In keeping with the coastal vibe, The Energy Council Chairman and Louisiana Representative 
Chris Turner presented Vice Chairman of the 2025 Global Energy and Environmental Issues 
Conference and Mississippi Senator Briggs Hopson with his very own shark award for being 
an excellent host for the conference.

Mr. Dubbs stated that organized 
wholesale markets that serve to simplify 
the buying and selling of electric 
power have evolved immensely over 
the past decade. According to Mr. 
Dubbs, these markets reduce barriers 
to solving generation challenges and 
simultaneously improve access to a 
more diverse array of resources.

The conference concluded on 
Saturday afternoon by conducting 
The Energy Council™ and CLEER 
Business Meetings and CLEER 
Program Advisory Board Meeting.
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Conference Sponsorships are currently available.
We can’t do what we do without you!

Please contact Executive Director, Deb Mamula at dmamula@theenergycouncil.org 
or 972-803-3285

MICHELLE: I WOULD LIKE ARTICLES THESE ON THE SAME PAGE TOWARD THE BACK… 
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dmamula@theenergycouncil.org  
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 Please mark your calendar to join us in 2026! 

State and Provincial Trends in Energy and the Environment Conference 
Thursday, June 11 – Saturday, June 13

Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada 

Annual Meeting 
Thursday, September 10 – Saturday, September 12

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Global Energy and Environmental Issues Conference 
Thursday, December 3 – Saturday, December 5

White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia

SAVE THE DATES!



The Energy Council’s 2025 Global Energy and
Environmental Issues Conference

December 4 - 6, 2025
Centennial Plaza    Gulfport, Mississippi

Welcome Breakfast and Welcome 
Remarks 
The Honorable Chris Turner
Louisiana House of Representatives 
and Chairman, The Energy 
CouncilTM

The Honorable Ed Cooper
Wyoming Senator and
Chairman, CLEER

The Honorable Briggs Hopson
Mississippi Senator and Vice 
President for Global Conference

Keynote Address
The Honorable Tate Reeves
Governor
The State of Mississippi 

Infrastructure Banks 
Mr. Clay Scofield
President and CEO
Energy Institute of Alabama
 
Grid Resiliency on the Gulf Coast
Mr. Stephen C. Schruff, P.E.
Transmission GM and Emergency 
Operations Manager
Mississippi Power

Energy Needs of Data Centers
Mr. Jeremy Vanderloo
Vice President, Business 
Operations and Strategy
Entergy Mississippi, L.L.C.

Expansion of Natural Gas 
Transmission/Pipelines in North 
America  
Mr. Nick Hamilton
Manager, Southeast Business 
Development and Marketing
Enbridge
 

The Legal War on Energy:  What it 
Means for Energy
Producing States
Mr. David Morrell
Partner
Jones Day

Dr. Donald Kochan
Professor of Law and Executive 
Director, Law & Economic Center
Antonin Scalia Law School at George 
Mason University

Permitting Reform  
Mr. Chris Wells
Executive Director
Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality

UAB Seminar: Powering Growth 
Through the Future Use of Technology 
Mr. Bryan Farrell
Director, Administration
Raspet Flight Research Laboratory

Disaster Preparedness – Lessons 
Learned from Hurricane Katrina
The Honorable Haley Barbour
BGR Group, BarbourHurst
Governor of Mississippi (2004 to 
2012)

The North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation’s Role in
Grid Reliability
Mr. Mark Olson, P.E.
Manager, Reliability Assessments 
North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC)
  
Liquified Natural Gas Export Projects 
and Long-term Market Viability
MLA Shane Getson
Executive Committee Member, The 
Energy Council™ and 
Government of Alberta

Economic Implications of Energy 
Projects 
Ms. Heather Exner-Pirot
Director of Energy, Natural 
Resources and Environment
Macdonald Laurier Institute

State Implementation Plans (SIPs) 
and the Limitations of the Clean 
Air Act 
Ms. Mandy Gunasekara
Principal
Section VII Strategies

Market Mechanics in the Electric 
Generation Dispatch Process 
Mr. Jake Dubbs
Lead Advisor, External Affairs and 
Tribal Relations
Southwest Power Pool

The Energy Council™ and CLEER 
Business Meetings and CLEER 
Program Advisory Board Meeting


