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Texas Representative and The Energy Council™ Chairman, Drew Darby (center), led the conference for 
the Council’s return to Washington, D.C. for The Energy Council’s 2025 Federal Energy and Environmental 
Matters Conference. Chairman Darby had the support of the Texas Delegation by his side. 

The Energy Council™ returned to Washington, D.C., for the 
2025 Federal Energy and Environmental Matters Conference

The conference was held June 5 - 7 
in the nation’s capital and was led by 
Texas Representative Drew Darby, 
Chairman of The Energy Council™, 
and Oklahoma Representative Ken 
Luttrell, Chairman of CLEER. 
 
The conference topics set the tone 
for two days filled with insightful 
discussions on critical energy issues. 
Showcasing how collaborative 
leadership can shape the future of 
environmental policy and energy 
innovation, the event began Friday 
morning with a Keynote Address by 
the Honourable Brian Jean, Minister 

of Energy and Minerals for the 
Alberta Department of Energy. 

Minister Jean emphasized that 
Canada and the U.S. share a complex 
and deeply integrated energy 
system that provides affordable and 
secure energy throughout North 
America. Alberta’s energy sector 
plays a vital role in achieving North 
American energy dominance. 
He added that Alberta has the 
infrastructure, the expertise, and the 
resources to become a major global 
force and achieve a secure future for 
North America. 

Next on the agenda, 
Mr. Mike Nasi, Partner 
at Jackson Walker, LLP 
provided attendees 
with an “Overview of 
Executive Orders.” Mr. 
Nasi highlighted the 
proactive measures 
taken by the new presi-
dential administration, 
which has rolled out 
a series of executive 
orders and initiatives 
aimed at reshaping 
the energy landscape. 
Central to these efforts 
is an emphasis on the 
geopolitical impor-
tance of energy and the 
importance of ensuring 
affordable, reliable, 
and secure energy for 
future generations.  A 
collaborative approach 

has emerged, involving multiple fed-
eral departments and agencies — in-
cluding the Department of Energy, 
the Department of the Interior, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
the Department of Agriculture, and 
the newly formed White House Na-
tional Energy Dominance Council. 
 
As part of the ambitious energy 
dominance agenda, key regulatory 
reforms are set to address greenhouse 
gas emissions under the framework of 
the federal Clean Air Act. Upcoming 

See 2025 FEDERAL ENERGY
continued on page 3
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The Energy Council News is the official publication 
of the Energy Council™, a legislative organization 
comprised of 14 states and two international affiliates, 
drawn from the major energy producing regions of the 
United States and Canada. The Energy Council™ 
provides a forum for discussing government policies 
regarding energy and the environment.

Meet Us in
ALASKA and
let’s Celebrate
The Energy Council™ will meet from September 18-20 in 
Anchorage, Alaska, for its 2025 Annual Meeting and 50-year 
celebration.  
 
Join us for a Welcoming Reception on Thursday, September 
18. As the meeting kicks off on Friday, September 19, Texas 
Representative and The Energy Council™ Chairman, Drew Darby, 
will preside over the meeting with Oklahoma Representative and 
CLEER Chairman, Ken Luttrell. Alaska Senator and Immediate 
Past Chairman Bert Stedman will be on hand as Vice Chair of the 
2025 Annual Meeting.  
 
Among the discussion topics being considered at the 2025 
Annual Meeting are:  

•	 The State of Alaska Oil & Gas 

•	 Transmission Planning 

•	 Hydrogen Production and Transportation 

•	 Energy Storage Capabilities 

•	 Powering the Future of the Arctic 

•	 UAB Seminar: Energy Considerations to Sustain 
	 Economic Growth: The Future of Nuclear Energy 

•	 Societal Benefits of Energy Resources:  Alaska’s 
	 Community Microgrids 

•	 Powering the Great Comeback 

•	 Beneficial Use of Produced Water 

•	 The State of Pipelines 

•	 Critical Minerals and the Energy Transition 

•	 Security in Energy, Defense, and Environment 

•	 Energy Markets and RTO Operations 101 

YEARS
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announcements on this front will 
necessitate a thorough examination 
of the associated legal, technical, 
and policy challenges. Moreover, 
states are poised to play a crucial 
role in complementing these federal 
reforms, underscoring the need for 
a comprehensive dialogue on the 
implications and opportunities that 
lie ahead, Mr. Nasi concluded. 
 
“The Role of Natural Gas in 
Electricity Generations, Chemical 
Manufacturing, and Refining was 
covered by Mr. Vincent DiCosimo, Sr. 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
for Targa Resources Corporation. 

According to Mr. DiCosimo, by 
2025, the United States is expected 
to showcase a diverse array of power 
generation sources, with renewable 
energy—especially solar and wind—
alongside natural gas taking the lead. 
While coal production continues to 
decline, natural gas production must 
keep up with demand growth, and to 
do so will require permitting reform 
for expedited projects and streamlined 
approvals, Mr. DiCosimo said. He 
noted that natural gas is projected to 
contribute approximately 43 percent 
of U.S. electricity generation, with 
plans to add around 4.4 gigawatts 
of new natural gas-fired capacity in 
2025. 

Supply chain issues are emerging, 
with project timelines facing delays 
due to limited upstream capacity 
for essential equipment, such as 
transformers and turbines. Additional 
factors impacting the energy 
landscape include labor availability, 
manufacturing concerns, tariffs, and 
broader policy and maritime issues, 
Jr. DiCosimo concluded. 

 Mr. Will Yeatman, Senior Legal Fellow, 
for the Pacific Legal Foundation, 
gave a “SCOTUS Update and Impact 
of the Reversal of Supreme Court 
Decisions.” 
 

A panel discussion on “Interregional 
Planning/Operational Coordination” 
was given by Mr. Casey Cathey, 
Vice President of Engineering for 
Southwest Power Pool (SPP), Inc., and 
Mr. Chad Allen, Regional External 
Affairs Director at Mid-Continent 
Independent System Operator (MISO) 
Energy.  

In his remarks, Mr. Cathey emphasized 
that strong interregional planning and 
operational coordination are vital 
for ensuring reliable and affordable 
power as the grid undergoes 
significant transformation. He noted 
that current processes tend to be 
fragmented and slow, but there is 
growing momentum to address these 
long-standing challenges. 

According to Mr. Cathey, progress 
in real-time coordination and 
outage management among SPP and 
neighboring regions offers a clear 

opportunity to improve collaboration. 
By aligning planning cycles, adopting 
shared metrics, and advancing 
innovative cost allocation policies, 
we can unlock valuable transmission 
projects and enhance reliability 
across regions. 
 
Mr. Allen spoke next and explained 
that the nation’s power generation 
landscape is experiencing a 
significant transition, as older 
generation resources are retired 
and replaced by new sources with 
varying characteristics. The shift 
from dispatchable generation units, 
which can be activated as needed, 
to weather-dependent resources 
presents challenges. Mr. Allen feels 
the increasing frequency of extreme 
weather events, along with supply 
chain disruptions and permitting 
delays, is hindering the deployment 
of new generation capacity. 
Additionally, large clustered load 

See 2025 FEDERAL ENERGY
continued on page 4

2025 Conference in Washington D.C.
continued from page 1

Longtime CLEER Program Advisory Board Member and conference speaker, Mr. Mike Nasi, 
Partner, Jackson Walker, LLP (far left), in discussions with Utah Representative Colin Jack 
(center, left), Dr. David K. Gattie from the University of Georgia, and  Mississippi Senator 
Briggs Hopson after presenting an “Overview of Executive Orders.” 
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The Minister of Energy and Minerals for the Alberta Department of Energy, the Honourable 
Brian Jean, welcomed attendees to the Canadian Embassy in Washington, D.C., for a social 
gathering. Minister Jean and the Consul General of Canada in Dallas, Ms. Susan Harper 
(standing, left), reaffirmed to their guests the long-standing friendship and alliances between 
the two countries. 

See 2025 FEDERAL ENERGY
continued on page 5

2025 Conference in Washington D.C.
continued from page 3

additions are putting added pressure 
on grid reliability. 
 
There is a growing interdependence 
among neighboring systems, highlight-
ing the need for effective coordina-
tion in transmission planning and grid 
operations. Mr. Allen noted that SPP 
and the MISO, the two regional trans-
mission organizations, play a crucial 
role in serving the majority of loads in 
states represented by the council mem-
bership. These RTOs collaborate to en-
hance efficient transmission planning 
and work together to maintain system 
reliability during periods of high oper-
ational demand, Mr. Allen concluded. 

A timely discussion on emergency 
response, including wildfires, was the 
topic of the CLEER University Advisory 
Board Seminar (UAB) Seminar, which 
was given by Mr. Nim Kidd, Chief 
of the Texas Division of Emergency 
Management (TDEM). 

Saturday morning’s conference 
session began with a presentation on 
“The Future of Nuclear Power” by Dr. 
David K. Gattie, Associate Professor 
of Engineering, Driftmier Engineering 
Center, Sr. Fellow, UGS Center for 
International Trade and Security at 
the University of Georgia. Dr. Gattie 
stated that, in the 20th century, 
America led the way in civilian nuclear 
development and deployment, but 
that dominance has waned in recent 
years. Experts warn that the U.S. 
has lost its competitive edge not 
only in new nuclear construction 
and deployment, but also in forging 
crucial nuclear partnerships, a shift 
now filled by China and Russia.  
 
Moreover, this erosion of leadership 
directly contradicts the foundational 
principles of America’s nuclear power 
policy, which prioritizes national 
security as a strategic objective. As 
the U.S. confronts unprecedented 
geopolitical challenges, the situation 
has escalated into a pressing national 
security concern. This moment serves 
as a clarion call for a politically 
resilient strategy aimed at reclaiming 
America’s once-unassailable position 
or risk ceding it permanently to 

Ms. Anne Idsal Austin updated attendees at the 2025 Federal Energy and Environmental 
Matters Conference on the “U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.” Seated were conference 
leaders, Texas Representative and The Energy Council™ Chairman, Drew Darby, and 
Oklahoma Representative and CLEER Chairman, Ken Luttrell. 

On Friday afternoon, the Embassy of 
Canada hosted a delightful reception 
for Energy Council™ members and 
their guests. Held on the grounds of 
the Embassy, both countries met in a 
social context to reaffirm their long-
standing alliances.  
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2025 Conference in Washington D.C.
continued from page 4

authoritarian rivals, Dr. Gattie 
concluded. 

Mr. Tom Pyle, President of the 
American Energy Alliance and 
Founder of Save Our Cars Coalition 
gave attendees a briefing on 
“Directives and Transportation 
Infrastructure.” 

“An Update on the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency” was given by 
Ms. Anne Idsal Austin, Attorney 
for Austin Legal and Public Affairs, 
PLLC. Ms. Austin explained that 
the federal regulatory landscape is 
currently undergoing significant shifts 
in support of domestic energy and 
economic dominance that encourage 
an all-of-the-above approach to 
energy development. However, 
that requires federal agencies of 

jurisdiction, most notably the U.S. 
EPA, to be nimble and pivot within 
its existing statutory authorities to 
recalibrate policy priorities and put 
the necessary resources behind the 
President’s and Administrator’s vision, 
she noted. One of the most important 
variables that can positively affect 
the outcome of these efforts is 
coordinated state partnership and 
leadership on environmental issues.  
 
The final speaker of the conference was  
Mr. Sal Nuzzo, Executive Director, 
Consumers Defense, who reported 
on “ESG State Policy Highlights.” The 
topic of Environmental, Social, and 
Governance (ESG) policy has gained 
significant traction among both state 
and federal policymakers. The current 
administration is actively issuing 
executive orders related to ESG, 

while several organizations that once 
embraced these principles are now 
retreating from their commitments, or 
at least claiming to do so, according 
to Mr. Nuzzo.   Despite this shifting 
landscape, state policies continue 
to play a crucial role in ensuring 
that safe, affordable, and reliable 
energy remains a reality for future 
generations, Nuzzo concluded.  
 
The conference concluded with 
the CLEER Business and Program 
Advisory Board Planning Session, 
which gathered input for the 2025 
Annual Meeting being held in 
Anchorage, Alaska.

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SPONSORS

“We can’t do what we do without you”

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SPONSORS
of the 2025 Federal Energy and Environmental Matters Conference
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THE ENERGY COUNCIL WELCOMES NEW

Bryce Edgmon
Speaker of the House

Kirk Talbot 
Louisiana Senator

ALASKA 
Speaker of the House Bryce Edgmon 

LOUISIANA
Senator Kirk Talbot

Speaker Edgmon has served in the Alaska House of Representatives since 2007. He serves on 
the Special Committee on Energy and the Special Committee on Fisheries.

Speaker Edgmon and his wife, Melody, have three children and reside in Dillingham. 

Louisiana Senator Kirk Talbot was elected to the Senate in 2019 after spending 12 years in the 
Louisiana House of Representatives. He is Chairman of the Senate Insurance Committee and 
a member of the Senate Committees on Retirement, Judiciary B, and Labor Committees. 

In addition to these committee assignments, Senator Talbot serves as an ex officio member of 
the Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and International Affairs, and the 
Senate Executive Committee. 

Senator Talbot and his wife, Julie, have two children and make their home in River Ridge.

Louise Stutes  
Alaska Representative

George Muñoz  
New Mexico Senator

Representative Louise Stutes

NEW MEXICO 
Senator George Muñoz

Representative Louise Stutes was elected to serve in the Alaska House in 2015. She serves as 
a member on the House Fisheries, Transportation, Rules, and the House Legislative Council 
Committees. 

Representative Stutes and her husband, Stormy, have four children and live in Kodiak.

Elected to the New Mexico Senate in 2009, Senator George Munoz serves as Chair of Senate 
Finance and is a member of the Senate Committees’ Committee. 

Senator Munoz and his wife, Sharmyn, make their home in Gallup. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Senator Grant Green 

Representative Brad Boles

Grant Green
Oklahoma Senator

Brad Boles
Oklahoma Representative

Senator Grant Green was elected to the Oklahoma Senate in 2022. He serves as Chair of 
the OMES and Energy Committees. He is a member of the Appropriations, Agriculture and 
Wildlife, Rules, Economic Development Workforce and Tourism, Legislative Evaluation and 
Development, Oversight Committee for the Legislative Office of Fiscal Transparency (LOFT), 
Joint Legislative Task Force on the Grand River Dam Authority, and Joint Committee on 
Pandemic Relief Funding Committees. 

Senator Green and his wife, Dana, share five children and two grandchildren. The Greens 
make their home in Wellston.

Representative Brad Boles was elected to the Oklahoma House in 2018. He serves in the 
House Leadership position as House Oversight Committee Chair. He also chairs the Energy 
and Natural Resources Oversight Committee and the Conference Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources Oversight. He serves as a member of the following committees: 
Appropriations and Budget, Business, County and Municipal Government, and Joint 
Committee on Appropriations & Budget. 

Representative Boles and his wife, Michelle, live in Marlow with their two children. 

Representative Nick Archer

Nick Archer  
Oklahoma Representative

Representative Nick Archer was elected to the Oklahoma House in 2022. He currently 
serves as the Majority Caucus Vice Chair. He also serves as the Chair of the Energy 
Committee. He is a member of the A&B Transportation, Rules, Energy, and Natural 
Resources Oversight Committees. 

Representative Archer and his wife, Katie, have two children and live in Elk City. 

Brent Howard  
Oklahoma Senator

OKLAHOMA 
Senator Brent Howard
Senator Brent Howard was elected to the Senate in 2018. He serves as Chair of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, and Vice-Chair of both the Joint State and Tribal Relations, and the 
Senate Public Safety & Judiciary Appropriations Committee. He serves as a Member on 
the Revenue & Taxation, Military and Veterans’ Affairs Committee, and the Appropriations 
Committee. 

Senator Howard and his wife, Jennifer, have one child and live in Altus. 
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THE ENERGY COUNCIL WELCOMES NEW

Bo Biteman
Wyoming Senate President

WYOMING 
Senate President Bo Biteman

Representative Scott Heiner

Scott Heiner  
Wyoming Representative

Senate President Bo Biteman has served in the Wyoming Senate since 2019. He previously 
served in the Wyoming House of Representatives from 2017-2019. He also chairs the Senate 
Rules & Procedure and is the Vice-Chair of the Management Council. He serves as a member 
of the Select Committee on Capital Financing & Investments and Select Committee on School 
Finance Recalibration. 

Senate President Biteman and his wife, Mercedes, have two children and live in Ranchester. 

Representative Scott Heiner has served in the Wyoming House of Representatives since 
2021. He serves in the House leadership position of Majority Floor Leader. He Chairs the 
House Minerals, Business & Economic Development Committee and the Select Committee 
on School Finance Recalibration. He is also a member of the House Rules & Procedure and 
Management Council. 

Representative Heiner lives in Green River. He and his wife, Paula, have seven children and 
two grandchildren.

Tara Nethercott  
Wyoming Senator

Chris Knapp  
Wyoming Representative

Senator Tara Nethercott

Representative Chris Knapp

Senator Tara Nethercott has served in the Wyoming Senate since 2017. She serves in the 
Senate leadership position of Majority Floor Leader. She also chairs the Select Committee 
on Capital Financing & Investments. Senator Nethercott is a member of the Management 
Council, Senate Minerals, Business & Economic Development, Senate Rules & Procedure, and 
Select Committee on Blockchain, Financial Technology, and Digital Innovation Technology 
committees. 

Senator Nethercott makes Laramie her home. 

Representative Chris Knapp has served in the Wyoming House of Representatives since 
2020. He serves as Chair of the Management Audit Committee and Corporations, Elections 
& Political Subdivisions Committees. He also serves as a member of the Minerals, Business & 
Economic Development, and the NCSL Budget and Revenue Committees. 

Representative Knapp and his wife, Tia, have two children and make their home in Gillette. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Colleen Young 
Saskatchewan Minister 

of Energy and Resources
and

Member of the 
Legislative Assembly for 

Lloydminster

SASKATCHEWAN  
Minister Colleen Young
Minister Colleen Young was first elected to the Saskatchewan legislature in a November 
2014 by-election for the constituency of Lloydminster. She was re-elected in the 2016, 
2020, and 2024 provincial elections. Minister Young currently serves as Minister of Energy 
and Resources. She was previously Minister of Advanced Education, chair of the Standing 
Committee on the Economy, and a member of the Red Tape Reduction Committee, 
the Government Operations Committee, the House Committee on Privileges, the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Committee, and is a Steering Committee member 
of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians Association for Saskatchewan. 

Minister Young and her husband, Kim, have one daughter and seven sons. Minister Young 
and her family call Lloydminster their home. 

Kudos to the Council’s meeting manager, Evya Potts-Richards, CMP! Evya was 
recently highlighted in the meetings and events industry magazine Small Market 
Meetings as an industry meeting leader. Evya was also recently profiled for a 
LinkedIn digital article on some of the current challenges facing the meetings 
and events professional.  

Evya recently celebrated 18 years with The Energy Council™; however, she 
joined the Council with over eight years of meetings and events experience 
from the KPMG LLP accounting firm. In 2023-2024, she served on her local 
Meeting Professional International (MPI) chapter board as Director of Strategic 
Partnerships, and, in August, she will be acknowledged on stage for over 25 years 
of dedication to the meeting profession and the Dallas/Ft. Worth MPI chapter.  
  

To read Evya’s full profile article, check it out on your favorite browser at: https://issuu.com/
grouptravelleaderinc/docs/small_market_meetings_june_2025.

Of Special Interest

Evya Potts-Richards, CMP
Meeting Manager
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Leo Delperdang 
Kansas Representative

CLEER BOARD OF DIRECTORS UPDATE

MISSISSIPPI
Senator Josh Harkin

Josh Harkin
Mississippi Senator

Mississippi Senator Josh Harkins has served in the Mississippi Senate since 2012. He is the 
Chair of the Finance Committee and Vice-Chair of Housing. He serves as a member on 
the following committees: Energy; Environment Prot, Cons and Water Res; Highways and 
Transportation; Public Health and Welfare; Public Property; Universities and Colleges; and 
Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks. 

Senator Harkins and his wife Andrea have two children and reside in Flowood. 

KANSAS
Representative Leo Delperdang 
Kansas Representative Leo Delperdang was elected to the Kansas House of Representatives 
in 2017. He Chairs the House Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Telecommunications and 
the Joint Committee on State Building Construction. He serves as a member of the House 
Committee on Transportation and the House Committee on Transportation and Public Safety 
Budget. 

Representative Delperdang and his wife have two sons and make their home in Wichita. 

While attending the 2025 Federal Energy and 
Environmental Matters Conference in our 
Nation’s Capital, The Energy Council™ team 
members were all smiles for miles as they 
shared some downtime after a reception 
at the Embassy of Canada. Left to right, 
Deb Mamula (Executive Director), Evonne 
Hudson (Finance Manager), Isela Vera (Chief 
of Staff). 
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TC Energy is a team of 6,500+ energy problem solvers 
connecting the world to the energy it needs. Their 
extensive network of natural gas infrastructure assets is 
exclusive. TC Energy can seamlessly move, generate, 
store, and deliver energy to where it is needed, primarily 
to homes and businesses in North America, and across 
the globe through LNG exports. The company’s natural 
gas assets are complemented by strategic ownership and 
low-risk investments in power generation.TC Energy’s 
common shares trade on the Toronto (TSX) and New York 
(NYSE) stock exchanges under the symbol TRP. To learn 
more, visit us at TCEnergy.com.

BJ Perry 
Manager, State Government

& Community Relations 

Matthew Vollenweider 
State Legislative Analyst

Anthony Giannetti
Director, External Relations 

Address: 
250 Eye Street NW, Suite 225
Washington, DC 20005 
M: 771-248-3010  
E-Mail:
anthony_giannetti@tcenergy.com 

BJ Perry
Manager
State Government & 
Community Relations 

Address: 
700 Louisiana St.
Houston, TX 77002 
M:  603-315-7069  
E-Mail:
bj_perry@tcenergy.com

Matthew Vollenweider
State Legislative Analyst 

Address: 
250 Eye Street NW, Suite 225
Washington, DC 20005 
M:  240-935-8727  
E-Mail:
matthew_vollenweider@tcenergy.com

TC Energy

New CLEER Program Advisory Board Members

Huntsville Utilities 
Huntsville Utilities is a multi-service municipal utility 
company for electric, water, and natural gas, which 
provides foundational infrastructure services to Huntsville 
and Madison County, Alabama. Huntsville Utilities is 

among the nation’s 20 largest 
municipally-owned utility 
systems.   

Wes Kelley is the president and 
CEO of Huntsville Utilities. Mr. 
Kelley is the immediate past 
chair of the Tennessee Valley 
Public Power Association’s 
Board of Directors.
Address:  P.O. Box 2048  
T:  256-535-1264    
M:  256-929-9813    
E-Mail:  wes.kelley@hsvutil.org 
 

Joe Gehrdes, Director, External Affairs 
Address:  P.O. Box 2048, Huntsville, AL  35804 
T:  256.535.1386   
M:  256.658.4485   
E-Mail:  joe.gehrdes@hsvutil.org 
 
Bekah Schmidt, Manager, Regulatory & Legislative Affairs  
Address:  P.O. Box 2048 
T:  256.535.1462     
M:  256.652.8589   
E-Mail:  bekah.schmidt@hsvutil.org 
 
 

Wes Kelley
President and CEO

Anthony Giannetti 
Director, External Relations
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