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Carbon Capture Utilization and Sequestration 

 

Mr. Bret Estep 

Vice President of Development 

Tenaska 

 

Energy markets across the US are experiencing unprecedented growth rates and new project demands.  And, there is “no 

free lunch” when it comes to safe, reliable, affordable, and secure energy supplies.  States, governments, and nations that 

solve the inherent tradeoffs will be the most successful in protecting the rates and service to consumers/citizens while 

attracting new economic growth.  The interplay of CO2 storage and gas fired generation development is the key to long 

term, flexible, adaptable energy policy. 

 

Ms. Jaclyn Presnal 

Vice President, New Energy Ventures 

Williams 

 

CCS projects are challenged by undefined and uncertain state level policies. Permit reform would catalyze the development 

of the CCS economy giving developers a clear path to success. 

 

 

Electric Markets Redesign and Performance-based Rates 

 

Dr. David Dismukes 

Professor Emeritus, Center for Energy Studies 

Louisiana State University 

 

Dr. Dismukes will address recent changes in electric power markets and how proposals for alternative regulation and the 

energy transition impact certain customer classes, particularly the larger customer classes in which the oil and gas industry 

typically take service.  Dr. Dismukes will address how electricity rates and service provision impact, and are important to 

the health of all aspects of the oil and gas industry. 

 

 

Consumer Focus Energy Systems 

 

Mr. Dusty Monks 

Deputy Director, Policy & Research 

Utah Office of Energy Development 

 

National and regional policy decisions are currently distorting energy markets by overshadowing consumer voices, leading 

to a misalignment with the fundamental purpose of energy production—to serve the needs of the people. 

  



UAB Seminar:  The Energy-Water Nexus 

 

Dr. Rob Sowby 

Assistant Professor 

Brigham Young University 

 

Water and energy are critical to national security, public health, and economic prosperity. We have treated them like they 

are independent resources when in fact they depend on each other. The future of both depends on the water-energy nexus: 

how much energy we use to produce water, and how much water we use to produce energy.  

 

 

Spent Fuel Challenge 

 

Mr. Manuel Camargo Jr. 

Principal Manager, Strategic Planning 

Southern California Edison Company 

 

Mr. Tom Isaacs 

Advisor to Southern California Edison for Nuclear Waste 

Southern California Edison 

 

Federal law required the Department of Energy to begin disposing of spent nuclear fuel in a deep geologic repository by 

1998. Despite $46 billion (including interest income) in contributions to the Nuclear Waste Fund, no federal facility is 

available to accept spent fuel that remains stranded at 76 sites in nuclear energy producing states. Lack of federal solutions 

to the back end of the fuel cycle an impede the deployment of next-generation, small modular reactors. Southern California 

Edison Company, decommissioning agent for the shuttered San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS), partnered 

with local governments to form the Spent Fuel Solutions coalition that advocates for policy reform. The Energy Council is 

in a position to help effect change. 

 

 

Geothermal Energy 

 

Mr. Steve Emmen 

Policy Advisor 

Western Governors’ Association 

 

In June of 2023, Western Governors’ Association released the Heat Beneath Our Feet Chair initiative report, which 

examined the development and deployment of geothermal technologies in the West.  Included in the report is 

recommendations for policy makers to accelerate the adoption of geothermal technologies.  Mr. Emmen will discuss these 

recommendations, highlighting actions taken to implement them under the current administration and Congress.  

Additionally, he will outline opportunities for advancing these recommendations under a potential new administration and 

the 119th Congress. 

 

 

Energy and Water Needs of the Coming Digital Age 

 

Mr. Jason De La Cruz 

Manager of Intergovernmental Affairs 

Dominion Energy 

 

Powering a Digital Future. 

  



Super Capacitors 

 

Mr. Joe Ross 

CEO 

ROW Energy 

 

Mr. Ross will discuss super capacitors and how they differ than standard energy batteries and how this new technology is 

being used across the globe for Energy storage, Microgrids, Data Centers, and off grid renewable infrastructure. There will 

also be a brief discussion on the architecture of the super capacitors and how the graphene works/enables the infrastructure 

its being used on to capture energy at faster rates than it is being dispensed allowing for continuous energy continuity. And 

finally, Mr. Ross will briefly highlight how ROW Energy sells excess Renewable Energy without sending a single watt 

thought any power lines.  
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