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About RCA

Vision

• Waste free world

Mission

• To promote, 

facilitate, and 

advocate for a 

Circular 

Economy in 

Alberta



Setting the Circular Context



Circular Economy

A new paradigm 

for the environment 

and economy

www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org

http://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/


Circular Economy

• Plastics in a Circular Economy | 

Ellen MacArthur Foundation

https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/topics/plastics/overview


Zero Plastic Waste



International / National / Provincial Context

United Nations Environment Assembly

Global Plastics Treaty



United Nations Environment Assembly

Global Plastics Treaty (2022)

:• Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee 

• Mandate to forge an international legally binding 

agreement to end plastic pollution

• Expected to address full lifecycle 

• production, design, and disposal

• 2-year timeline for reaching 

a global agreement



International Action

• EU has banned single-use plastic items

• 10 products (plates, balloon sticks, food and beverage containers, 

cutlery, straws, and stirrers) banned in 2021

• Member states required by 2029 to collect 

and recycle at least 90% of beverage bottles

• Tobacco companies to cover costs 

for the collection of cigarette butts 

• Manufacturers of fishing gear will pay 

for retrieval of plastic nets left at sea

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fcommission%2Fsites%2Fbeta-political%2Ffiles%2F180528ec1.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fcommission%2Fnews%2Fsingle-use-plastics-2018-may-28_en&docid=ZoZ9hOT2SaW3UM&tbnid=6qBBngN4JJ2N2M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjmjrajxbnhAhVCIDQIHf9uAbMQMwhAKAAwAA..i&w=639&h=426&bih=748&biw=1536&q=eu%20bans%20single%20use%20plastic&ved=0ahUKEwjmjrajxbnhAhVCIDQIHf9uAbMQMwhAKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2Fb%2Fb7%2FFlag_of_Europe.svg%2F1200px-Flag_of_Europe.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FEuropean_Union&docid=xqgZieqgxFrw2M&tbnid=gOWuuKarhhUP4M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjyxbKa0rnhAhXmGDQIHYKFCqcQMwhsKAEwAQ..i&w=1200&h=800&bih=748&biw=1536&q=European%20Union&ved=0ahUKEwjyxbKa0rnhAhXmGDQIHYKFCqcQMwhsKAEwAQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


Canada Action on Plastics
Canada led G7 Ocean Plastics Charter in 2018

• 100% reusable or recyclable by 2030

• Reducing the unnecessary use of single-

use plastics

• At least 50% recycled content plastic 

products by 2030

• Recycling and reuse of 55% of plastic 

packaging by 2030 

• recovery of 100% of all plastics by 2040

• Led to Canada-wide Strategy 

on Zero Plastic Waste



CCME Canada-Wide Action Plan 

on Zero Plastic Waste (2019)
• Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)

• Facilitate consistent EPR programs for plastics 

• Reduce Single-Use and Disposable Plastic Products 

• National Performance Requirements and Standards

• Recycled content

• Bio-based plastic standards

• Standards for repair, reuse, refurbish

• Incentives for a Circular Economy 

• Disposal bans

• Economic incentives

• Infrastructure and Innovation Investments 

• Public Procurement and Green Operations 

• Reduce plastic waste in govt operations

• National recycled content standards



Federal Single-Use Plastics 

Prohibition Regulations

Category of 

single-use plastic

Manufacture and 

import for sale 

in Canada

Sale

Manufacture, 

import and sale 

for export

Checkout bags, cutlery, 

foodservice ware, stir sticks, 

straws

December 20, 2022 December 20, 2023 December 20, 2025

Ring carriers June 20, 2023 June 20, 2024 December 20, 2025

Flexible straws packaged with 

beverage containers
N/A June 20, 2024 December 20, 2025



Federal Recycled Content 

and Labelling Rules

• ECCC developing regulations on two mandate 

commitments
– Plastic packaging to contain at least 50% recycled content 

by 2030

– Labelling rules that prohibit the use of the chasing arrows symbol 

unless 80% of Canada’s recycling facilities accept, and have 

reliable end markets



• Vision: Circular Economy for Plastics

• Eliminating unnecessary or problematic plastic 

packaging

• Innovating so the plastic we do need can be 

safely reused, recycled, or composted

• Circulating all the plastic items we use to keep 

them in the economy and out of the environment



Alberta Initiatives

• Natural Gas Strategy

• Circular Economy

• EPR

• Plastics Alliance of Alberta

• Vision – Circular Economy for Plastics

• Government, industry, academia, and NGOs
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